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Blackhall Primary School 
English Policy 

 
 

At Blackhall Primary School we aim for excellence in English achievement throughout the 
school. We aim to develop pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of Speaking & 
Listening, Reading & Writing. Pupils will be given opportunities to develop their use, 
knowledge and understanding of spoken and written English within a broad and balanced 
curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and reinforce taught literacy skills.  
 
We aim for pupils at Blackhall Primary School to leave Year 6:  

• reading and writing with confidence, fluency and understanding, using a range of 
independent strategies to take responsibility for their own learning including self-
monitoring and correcting their own errors;  

• with a love of reading and a desire to read for enjoyment;  

• with an interest in words and their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in 
relation to grammatical terminology;  

• understanding a range of text types, media types and genres;  

• able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation;  

• using their developing creativity, imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness;  

• having a suitable technical vocabulary to respectfully articulate their responses in 
any discussion.  

 
Statutory Requirements 
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the National 
Curriculum in England: English Programmes of Study – Key Stages 1 and 2 (2014) and in the 
Communication and Language and Literacy sections of the Statutory Framework for the 
Early Years Foundation Stage.  
 
In the Foundation Stage children are given opportunities to:  

• speak and listen and represent ideas in their activities;  

• use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum;  

• become immersed in an environment rich in print and opportunities to 
communicate.  

 
At Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) children learn to speak confidently and listen to what others 
have to say. They learn to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They learn to 
use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds.  
 
At Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6) children learn to change the way they speak and write to suit 
different situations, purposes and audiences. They read a range of fiction, non-fiction and 
poetic texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them. They explore the use of 
language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how the structure of language works 
(using grammatical terminology).  
 
The Governing Body, (in particular the Literacy Governor) receives regular reports on the 
progress of English provision and have visited classes to keep abreast of classroom practice.  
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3. Subject Organisation  
Foundation Stage and Read, Write, Inc. Phonics 
Children have opportunities to develop their communication, language and literacy skills on 
a daily basis in both adult led and child initiated activities. Children in Foundation Stage and 
Key Stage 1 are taught phonics through the Read, Write, Inc. Programme. 
In Read Write Inc. Phonics pupils: 
• Decode letter-sound correspondences quickly and effortlessly, using their phonic 
knowledge and skills 
• Read common exception words on sight 
• Understand what they read 
• Read aloud with fluency and expression 
• Spell quickly and easily by segmenting the sounds in words 
 
In addition, we teach pupils to work effectively with a partner to explain and consolidate 
what they are learning. This provides the teacher with opportunities to assess learning and 
to pick up on difficulties, such as pupils’ poor articulation, or problems with blending or 
alphabetic code knowledge. 
We group pupils homogeneously, according to their progress in reading rather than their 
writing. This is because it is known that pupils’ progress in writing will lag behind progress in 
reading, especially for those whose motor skills are less well developed. 
In Reception we emphasise the alphabetic code. The pupils rapidly learn sounds and the 
letter or groups of letters they need to represent them. Simple mnemonics help them to 
grasp this quickly. This is especially useful for pupils at risk of making slower progress. This 
learning is consolidated daily. Pupils have frequent practice in reading high frequency words 
with irregular spellings – common exception words. 
We make sure that pupils read books that are closely matched to their increasing 
knowledge of phonics and the common exception words. This is so that, early on, they 
experience success and gain confidence that they are readers. Re-reading and discussing 
these books with the teacher supports their increasingly fluent decoding. 
Alongside this, the teachers read a wide range of stories, poetry and non-fiction to pupils. 
Children have the opportunity to read 1:1 with an adult at least once per week and are read 
to during story time at the end of every day. 
We encourage them to compose each sentence aloud until they are confident to write 
independently. We make sure they write every day. Pupils write at the level of their spelling 
knowledge. The quality of the vocabulary they use in their writing reflects the language they 
have heard in the books the teacher has read to them; they have also discussed what the 
words mean. 
 
Our aim is for pupils to complete the phonics programme as quickly as possible. The sooner 
they complete it, the sooner they will be able to choose books to read at their own interest 
and comprehension level. In addition to the Read Write Inc. scheme class texts are used as a 
basis for teaching reading comprehension and writing, details of which can be found in our 
school reading spine.  
 
We use the Nelson Handwriting Scheme in school to help children develop fluent, clear and 
legible joined up writing. 
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Key Stage 2  
Across Key Stage 2 English lessons are taught through a class text, details of which can be 
found in our school reading spine. Sequences of lessons are planned to integrate reading, 
writing and spoken language, to ensure the development of children’s comprehension and 
wider literacy skills. 
 
In Key Stage 2 pupils: 
• Develop a deep understanding of what they read through whole class reading sessions and 
small group Reciprocal Reading 
• Learn grammar in context allowing pupils to use it with understanding and practise 
discrete grammar skills during grammar early work sessions at the beginning of the 
afternoon session 
• Learn to articulate their thoughts and ideas clearly to one another: they learn how to 
present and debate; to reason and justify their answers 
• Learn to write confidently building upon the story or non-fiction text they have studied 
• Write every day.  
 
Comprehension activities are designed to help children to infer, summarise, question, 
clarify, predict and argue a point of view. The children also make connections between texts 
and their own experiences. 
Pupils are taught the importance of using grammar correctly, so they can communicate 
clearly and convey their meaning effectively. Grammar is taught explicitly, consolidated, 
practised and taught implicitly through reading activities. All grammar is taught within the 
context of the texts being studied to ensure it is meaningful for children. Pupils are taught to 
articulate their thoughts and ideas out loud and to communicate what they know and 
understand. Pupils answer questions with a partner, comment on each other’s ideas, clarify 
each other’s thinking, and build upon each other’s thoughts and ideas. The teacher asks 
questions to take their thinking further and clears up any misconceptions. 
Partner discussion helps teachers assess what and how pupils are learning throughout the 
lesson. 
Teachers also read a wide range of stories, poetry and non-fiction to pupils during story time 
at the end of each day. Pupils are encouraged to choose books to read at their own interest 
and comprehension level. 
 
Approaches to Reading 
As a school we aim to enthuse children as readers and offer reading materials from a 
number of well-known schemes; Oxford Reading Tree, New Way, Tree Tops, Story Street, 
Streetwise, Sunshine Books, Big Cat, Storyworlds, and Pearson’s Phonics Bug. 

Our school has also launched Accelerated Reader to children with a reading age above 7 
years 2 months. This program allows children to choose books at their own level and then 
take an online quiz for each book they read developing comprehension skills. Children read 
for 30 minutes per day in school. 

Children in the Reception class take home a book each week to be shared with parents. 
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In KS1 children take home a book from a reading scheme. In addition to this, children have 
the opportunity to choose a book from the class library. Each child has a reading folder and 
a home school reading record that teachers and parents can use to share information about 
a child’s reading. Parents are encouraged to read with their child 3 times per week. 
Information is given on how to support their child in reading at reading workshops, phase 
meetings and also in curriculum letters.  
 
In Key Stage 2 children choose books from their Accelerated Reader zone to take home and 
read. We encourage children to read at home 3 times per week for at least 15 minutes. 
Those children still learning to read have access to the reading scheme books which are at 
an appropriate interest age, but are at an accessible reading age. These help lower attaining 
and SEN children to continue to grow in confidence as readers with a text that appears 
appropriate for their age group.  
We still encourage all readers to share a book at home with their grown-ups. We believe 
that this not only helps to develop inferential skills, but also supports a lifelong love of 
reading. Throughout the Key Stage, children become more independent in recording what 
they have read in their reading journals.  
We recognise the value of adults (both in school and at home) reading aloud to children, in 
order to improve their grasp of story language, enthuse them with a love of books and 
inspire them as writers.  
Please read this policy in conjunction with our Reading Policy for more in depth information 
about our approach to teaching reading. 
 
Approaches to Grammar and Spelling 
The teaching of Grammar and Spelling is in line with the requirements of The National 
Curriculum (2014).Our expectations were created as a whole staff and are outlined in 
specific sessions each week which are dedicated to the teaching of grammar throughout KS1 
and KS2. These lessons are embedded within the unit of work being covered in Literacy to 
give a context to the skill being taught. Grammar skills are revisited during Grammar early 
work activities at the start of the afternoon session. 
 
To be able to spell correctly is an essential life skill. When spelling becomes automatic, 
pupils are able to concentrate on the content of their writing and the making of meaning. 
Whilst we note that spelling is not the most important aspect of writing, confidence in 
spelling can have a profound effect on the writer’s self-image. We aim to use explicit, 
interactive teaching which draws children’s attention to the origins, structure and meaning 
of words and their parts, the shape and sound of words, the letter patterns within them and 
the various ways they can learn these patterns.  
In Reception and KS1, daily phonics is the key to the children’s learning of spelling. This is 
taught using the Read Write Inc. programme. Children are taught to blend sounds to read 
and segment to spell. At the same time they learn words which are not phonically regular 
(common exception words).  
From year two and into KS2 the children move towards using their phonic knowledge to 
help them to understand spelling rules and patterns and are taught spelling using the Read 
Write Inc. Spelling scheme. Research suggests that weekly spelling tests are an ineffective 
way of learning and retaining the spelling of words. Instead, we teach children to use their 
growing understanding of the morphology and etymology of words to support their spelling. 
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Helping the children to understand how to use and apply known spelling patterns (and to 
develop strategies to tackle tricky words) is the key to helping them to become successful 
spellers. Spelling skills are taught daily (using Read, Write, Inc. Spelling) for 20 minutes and 
children across the key stage are set according to their ability. These skills are also 
embedded in English lessons so strategies and rules can be taught in the context of writing, 
games and exploration.  
 
Grammar and spelling are assessed every term using the ‘Rising Stars’ programme.  
Parents may like to refer to our website for further information on key words, patterns and 
rules that are taught in each year group.  
 
Cross Curricular Opportunities 
Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links. They 
will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired 
through English lessons to other areas of the curriculum. One piece of extended writing is 
expected to be produced for foundation subjects biweekly. 
 
Assessment and Target Setting  
Work will be assessed in line with the Assessment Policy.  
 
Inclusion 
We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in English 
according to their individual abilities. We will identify which pupils or groups of pupils are 
under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment in liaison with the SENCO. 
Gifted children will be identified in consultation with the G&T leader and suitable learning 
challenges will be provided.  
 
Equal Opportunities 
Blackhall Primary has universal ambitions for every child, whatever their background or 
circumstances. Children learn and thrive when they are healthy, safe and engaged.  
In order to engage all children, cultural diversity, home languages, gender and religious 
beliefs are all celebrated. Our curriculum includes a wide range of texts and other resources 
which represent the diversity and backgrounds of all our children.  
We believe in ‘valuing what the child brings to school’ and recognise the importance of 
supporting a child’s first language, not only to foster self-esteem, but to assist in the 
learning of English.  
 
Role of Subject Leader 
The Subject Leader is responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in 
English through:  
- monitoring and evaluating English  
- pupil progress  

- marking and planning  

- curriculum coverage  

- provision of English  

- the quality of the learning environment,  

- taking the lead in policy development,  
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- auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD,  

- purchasing and organising resources,  

- keeping up to date with recent English developments.  
 
Parental Involvement 
We aim to involve parents directly in the life of the school, and thus in the development of 
children’s skills, knowledge and understanding in English. Parents are involved in hearing 
children read, and are encouraged to discuss books with them.  
There are opportunities each term when parents can discuss their children's progress with 
their teacher. Termly curriculum letters provide information about the English curriculum 
and how parents can support their children. They also emphasise the importance of reading. 
Parents are encouraged to read both with and to their children at home in order to promote 
reading. Parents are welcomed into school to support reading in the classroom.  
Strategies for supporting children are shared at phase meetings and reading / phonics 
workshops. 
SATs results are published in accordance with Government legislation.  
 
This policy should be read in conjunction with the following school policies:  
 
- Reading Policy 
- Reading Spine 
- Teaching and Learning Policy  

- Assessment and Record Keeping  

- Marking policy  

- Special Educational Needs Policy  

- Equal Opportunities Policy  

- Health and Safety Policy  

- Continuing Professional Development Policy  
 
This policy will be reviewed every three years or if changes are required. 

Updated August 2020 by C Baker 

 

 

 


