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Top Tips for Reading at Home (EYFS) 

    

 

The best way to develop the reading skills of children is to share books with them, regularly 

listening to them read, sometimes reading to or with them, but also discussing books read in 

increasing depth. To become good readers, children need to develop skills in seven key areas and 

it can be useful to think about these when reading with your child. 

Reread Encourage Sit 

Reread your child’s 

favourite stories as many 

times as your child wants to 

hear them. Choose books 

and authors that your child 

enjoys. 
 

Encourage family and 
friends to share books with 
your child. The more your 
child sees you and others 
reading, the more they will 

want to read too. 

Sit close together and get 
comfy! You could 

encourage your child to 
hold the book themselves 
and turn the pages. Use 
funny voices, puppets or 
props to bring the story 

alive. 

Ask Questions  Look  Visit  

Ask questions when you 
are reading together, such 
as ‘What can you see on 
this page?’, ‘How do you 
think the characters feel?’ 

and ‘What is the story 
about?’ 

Look at the pictures and 
talk about them. For 

example, ‘Can you find a 
bird or a cat?’, ‘What else 

can you see?’, ‘What are the 
children playing? Have you 

played that before?’ 

Visit the local library 
together. It is fun choosing 
new books to read. Keep an 

eye out for special story 
events at the library or local 
bookshops that you can join 

in with. 

Story Tins Story Sack  Talk 

Make a storytelling tin. 

Collect together a group of 

objects with a story theme. 

Open the tin and explore 

the objects inside. Your 

child can choose a 

character, talk about   

where the story will be and 

think about what might 

happen. Have fun making 

up a story with the objects 

from the tin. 

A story sack is a great way 

to get your child talking 

about a story. They are 

bags that contain the story 

itself, alongside a variety of 

items linked to the story. It 

could be the story CD, a 

related non- fiction book, 

puppets, models or objects 

that are in the story and a 

related activity. 
 

To help your child develop 
their vocabulary, talk to 
your child as much as 

possible about what you are 
doing. Ask them about their 
day. What have they been 

doing? What was their 
favourite thing? What 

games did you play today? 

Questions you could ask: 

 Look at the front cover. What could the book be about? 

 How can you read an unfamiliar word? Can you sound talk and then blend? 

 Who are the main characters? 

 What do you think will happen next? 

 How do you think that character feels? Why? 

 Who is your favourite character? Why? 

 Can you retell the story in your own words? 


