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Curiosity 
Shows curiosity about objects 
and the world around them, 
and has particular interests. 

Shows curiosity about objects 
and the world around them, 
and has particular interests. 

Shows curiosity about objects 
and the world around them, 
and has particular interests. 

Shows curiosity about objects 
and the world around them, 
and has particular interests. 

Shows curiosity about objects 
and the world around them, 
and has particular interests. 

Shows curiosity about objects 
and the world around them, 
and has particular interests. 

Representing 
Experiences  

Acts out experiences in their 
play, using objects to 

represent different things. 

Acts out experiences in their 
play, using objects to 

represent different things. 

Acts out experiences in their 
play, using objects to 

represent different things. 

Acts out experiences in their 
play, using objects to 

represent different things. 

Acts out experiences in their 
play, using objects to 

represent different things. 

Acts out experiences in their 
play, using objects to 

represent different things. 

Taking Risks  
Willing to try out new things 

and is open to new 
experiences. 

Willing to try out new things 
and is open to new 

experiences. 

Willing to try out new things 
and is open to new 

experiences. 

Willing to try out new things 
and is open to new 

experiences. 

Willing to try out new things 
and is open to new 

experiences. 

Willing to try out new things 
and is open to new 

experiences. 
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Concentration  

Maintains focus for a period of 
time, showing high levels of 

engagement and paying 
attention to detail. 

Maintains focus for a period of 
time, showing high levels of 

engagement and paying 
attention to detail. 

Maintains focus for a period of 
time, showing high levels of 

engagement and paying 
attention to detail. 

Maintains focus for a period of 
time, showing high levels of 

engagement and paying 
attention to detail. 

Maintains focus for a period of 
time, showing high levels of 

engagement and paying 
attention to detail. 

Maintains focus for a period of 
time, showing high levels of 

engagement and paying 
attention to detail. 

Persistence  
Keeps on trying and doesn't 
give up at the first difficulty 

Keeps on trying and doesn't 
give up at the first difficulty 

Keeps on trying and doesn't 
give up at the first difficulty 

Keeps on trying and doesn't 
give up at the first difficulty 

Keeps on trying and doesn't 
give up at the first difficulty 

Keeps on trying and doesn't 
give up at the first difficulty 

Sense of 
Achievement 

Shows satisfaction when 
he/she has accomplished 

something he/she has set out 
to do. 

Shows satisfaction when 
he/she has accomplished 

something he/she has set out 
to do. 

Shows satisfaction when 
he/she has accomplished 

something he/she has set out 
to do. 

Shows satisfaction when 
he/she has accomplished 

something he/she has set out 
to do. 

Shows satisfaction when 
he/she has accomplished 

something he/she has set out 
to do. 

Shows satisfaction when 
he/she has accomplished 

something he/she has set out 
to do. 
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 Having Own 

Ideas 

Thinks of his/her own ideas 
and different ways of doing 
things, uses imagination in 

play 

Thinks of his/her own ideas 
and different ways of doing 
things, uses imagination in 

play 

Thinks of his/her own ideas 
and different ways of doing 
things, uses imagination in 

play 

Thinks of his/her own ideas 
and different ways of doing 
things, uses imagination in 

play 

Thinks of his/her own ideas 
and different ways of doing 
things, uses imagination in 

play 

Thinks of his/her own ideas 
and different ways of doing 
things, uses imagination in 

play 

Making Links 

Makes links and connections 
in their experiences, 

developing ideas of grouping, 
sequences or patterns. 

Makes links and connections 
in their experiences, 

developing ideas of grouping, 
sequences or patterns. 

Makes links and connections 
in their experiences, 

developing ideas of grouping, 
sequences or patterns. 

Makes links and connections 
in their experiences, 

developing ideas of grouping, 
sequences or patterns. 

Makes links and connections 
in their experiences, 

developing ideas of grouping, 
sequences or patterns. 

Makes links and connections 
in their experiences, 

developing ideas of grouping, 
sequences or patterns. 

Reviewing 
Review activities as he/she 
does them and changes the 

approach as required. 

Review activities as he/she 
does them and changes the 

approach as required. 

Review activities as he/she 
does them and changes the 

approach as required. 

Review activities as he/she 
does them and changes the 

approach as required. 

Review activities as he/she 
does them and changes the 

approach as required. 

Review activities as he/she 
does them and changes the 

approach as required. 



Blackhall Primary School  

Prime Areas (37-67+ Months)  
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Self-Regulation  

Shows more awareness of 
the feelings of others. Can 
tolerate delay when needs 
are not met immediately 
and accepts that wishes 
may not always be met. 
Able to shift attention to 

explore a self chosen line 
of enquiry. 

Is able to adapt behaviour 
to changes in familiar 

routine. 

Is able to take turns, accepts 
the needs of others and is 

aware of the consequences 
of their actions. Begins to 

demonstrate some purpose 
in mind regarding their 

activity and focus to achieve 
this. 

Growing sense of intent in 
activity, working towards the 

simple goals in mind with 
growing persistence. 

Confident to speak in a familiar 
group, will talk about their 

ideas/simple goals. Will choose 
the resources they need for their 

chosen activities and 
demonstrates persistence 

towards achieving their intended 
goals. Can talk about how they 
and others show feelings, talk 

about their own and others' 
behaviour and its 
consequences. 

Confident to speak in front of 
their class, are willing to take a 

risk, and understands this is part 
of learning. Reviews their work 
and suggests how this could be 

approached differently. 
Demonstrates resilience looking 

for their own way to move 
forward or overcome an issue. 
Knows some ways to manage 

their feelings and are beginning 
to use these to maintain control 

of their own behaviour. 

Managing Self 
Attempts to dress self, 
addressing frustrations 

with adult support. 

Can manage self-care and 
dressing routines with 
increasing proficiency. 

Demonstrates a range of 
emotions and starting to 
manage these with adult 

support. 

Selects and uses own 
resources, asks for help. Is 

dry and clean during the day 
and manages own basic 
hygiene. Becoming more 

aware of their own emotions 
and starting to develop 

strategies to manage these. 

Confident to talk about their 
own needs, wants, interests 
and opinions and when they 

do or don't need help. Is willing 
to try something new. Shows 

an awareness and 
understanding of the effect of 

what they eat on the body. 

Knows the importance of good 
health, and a healthy diet. Talks 
about ways to keep healthy and 

safe. Is able to recognise a 
range of basic emotions for 

themselves and others and can 
identify appropriate reactions 

and responses. 

Knows about and can make 
healthy choices in relation to 

healthy eating. 

Building 
Relationships 

Will willingly approach 
others to play. 

Can play in a group with 
friends suggesting ideas. 
Can initiate an interaction 

with other children. 

Has a good relationship with 
peers and familiar adults. Is 

confident to interact with 
others. 

Confidently initiates 
conversations with unfamiliar 
adults. Begins to be able to 

compromise in social 
situations and negotiate with 
peers, working as part of a 
group - understanding and 

following rules, adapting their 
behaviours to different 

situations. 

Takes account of one another's 
needs and feelings with a 

growing sense of managing 
conflict and forms positive 

relationships with adults and 
other children. Takes changes 

of routine in their stride. 

Plays group games with rules. 
Understands someone else's 
point of view can be different 

from their own. Resolves minor 
conflicts through listening to 
others to come up with a fair 

solution. 
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Walks up steps using 
alternating feet one foot to 

each step. 

Uses cross lateral 
movement to move forward 
and negotiate space when 
moving through tunnels or 

dens, and when on made or 
created vehicles. 

Moves with confidence in a 
range of ways developing 

core strength, balance, 
coordination and able to 

negotiate space. 

Is able to adjust speed, 
direction and position. 

Shows good control, 
coordination and agility in large 
and small movements, safely 

negotiating space. 

Hops and skips when playing 
games or in time to music. 

Fine Motor 
Able to use resources that 

require twisting, turning 
and rotating. 

Able to manipulate 
resources such as small 

world toys, simple puzzles 
pieces, page turning with 

growing control. 

Able to use one handed tools 
and equipment with control. 

Able to use precision to control 
and manipulate resources and 

small equipment such as 
puzzles, books, small world, 
construction, craft tools and 

cutlery. 

Is proficient in handling 
equipment and tools, 

(including cutlery) effectively. 
Begins to show some accuracy 
in mark making activities such 
as drawing and writing. Uses a 

secure hold to write 
comfortably and effectively. 

Manipulate paper and pens when 
writing and drawing. Graphics are 
legible showing good control and 

coordination. 
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Listening & 
Attention 1 

Listens and attends to a 
dialogue in a small group of 3 

or more children. 

Anticipates key events and 
phrases in rhymes and 

stories. 

Listens to the opinion of 
others when in a small group. 

Can follow longer, more 
complex instructions. 

Maintains attention and 
concentration when listening to 

others. 

Listens attentively in a range of 
situations 

Listens attentively with 
sustained concentration to 

follow a story without pictures 
or props. 

Listening & 
Attention 2 

Listens to and remembers 
simple stories with pictures 

Listens to others and stories 
in small groups. Asks simple 
questions related to the story. 
Can answer simple questions 

about themselves. 

Is able to retell simple stories, 
occasionally exploring 

language and vocabulary 
from books with adults. 

Is able to respond to stories, 
asking questions and making 
comments, showing interest in 

new vocabulary explored. 
Conversations reflect basic 
'back and forth' interaction. 

Gives their attention to what 
others say and responds 

appropriately, in a 'back and 
forth' dialogue even whilst 

engaged in another activity. 
Draws on and uses new 

vocabulary accurately and in 
context. 

Listens to others in a larger 
group. 

Understanding 1 
Responses show an 
understanding of an 
experience or event. 

Follows instructions without 
visual clues. 

Understands simple who, 
what and where questions. 

Can respond to instructions 
with two or more parts. 

Follows instructions involving 
several ideas and actions. 

After listening to stories can 
express views about events or 

characters in the story and 
answer questions about why 

things happened. 

Understanding 2 
Can describe an action or 
experience in the present 

tense. 

Can describe how they 
carried out an activity or 

made a model. 

Understands ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
questions. 

Is able to demonstrate 
understanding in their 

conversations with others by 
responding appropriately. 

Answers 'how' and 'why' 
questions about their 

experiences and in responses 
to stories or events. 

Carries out instructions which 
contain several parts in a 

sequence. 

Speaking 
Able to tell their own short 

story or anecdote. 
Make plans and describes 

them to others. 

Sometimes uses past, 
present and future tenses 
appropriately in speech. 

In a range of situations, begins 
to offer their ideas and simple 

explanations. 

Expresses themselves 
effectively, using full sentences 
using past and present tenses. 

Demonstrates a developing 
use of connectives, drawing on 

modelled examples from 
teaching when talking about 

their experiences. 

Recounts experiences and 
imagine possibilities, often 

connecting ideas. 

Speaking 
Makes requests when 

choosing resources and 
activities. 

Use talk to explain what is 
happening and anticipate 
what might happen next 

Asks questions about events 
that have happened or are to 

happen in the future, 
exploring new vocabulary 

linked to these events. 

Expresses themselves using 
extended language drawing on 
new vocabulary. In sentences 

connectives are also beginning 
to be used such as 'because', 

'or' and 'and'. 

In different play situations such 
as storytelling and role play, 
children develop their own 

narratives and explanations. 
More complex language 

structures are used to connect 
ideas or events, using new 

vocabulary accurately and in 
context. 

Uses new vocabulary in 
imaginative ways to add 

information, express ideas, 
explain and justify actions. 
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Specific Areas (37-67+ Months)  
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Word Reading 

Beginning to track from left to 
right and discriminate 

between similar and familiar 
letter like shapes. 

Knows that print carries 
meaning. 

Recognises familiar signs 
and labels, and their own 

name. Hears and says initial 
sounds in words. 

Links sounds to letters when 
segmenting and blending CVC 

words. 

Uses phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words, reading 

them aloud accurately. Can read 
some common irregular words. 

Able to demonstrate speedy 
recognition of familiar printed 

words. 

Uses phonic, semantic and 
syntactic knowledge to read 
phonically regular words of 

more than one syllable. 
Reads many common 
exception words and 

irregular words to 
understand new vocabulary 

in a familiar story or text. 

Comprehension 

Uses their own illustrations 
or props to retell a story. 

Engages in story talk when in 
the role play or in small 

world. 

Knows how to handle books. 
Plays with rhyming words, 
alliteration and hears and 
says some letter sounds. 

Will request favourite 
rhymes, poems, fiction or 

non fiction books based on 
own interest, enjoyment and 

pleasure. Plays with new 
vocabulary of particular 

interest when engaged in 
activities such as reading, 
role play and small world. 

Talks about what they have read 
showing some understanding, 
drawing on new vocabulary. 

Demonstrates emotional 
engagement with the content. 
Will retell stories and poems in 

their play using vocabulary 
acquired from their reading 

experiences. 

Reads and understands simple 
sentences. Able to anticipate 

key events in stories. Will select 
a book to share or read for own 

pleasure and may show 
preference for theme, particular 
characters or familiar authors 

Describes in their own 
words what they have read 
in a non-fiction or fiction text 

using a range of new 
vocabulary with accuracy 

and confidence, answering 
questions, making 

inferences and predictions 
about what might happen 

next. 

Writing 1  
Mark making shows variation 

in shape and form. 
Recognises and writes some 
letters from their own name. 

Uses groups of letters or 
letter-like shapes when 

writing. Some familiar letters 
are beginning to be formed 

correctly. 

Segments CVC words and uses 
appropriate letters, that are 
recognisable to represent 

sounds in their writing. 

Uses their phonic knowledge to 
write words in ways which match 

their spoken sounds. Writes 
some common irregular words. 

Spells phonetically regular 
words of more than one 
syllable as well as many 

irregular but high frequency 
words. Letter formation is 

legible and consistent. 

Writing 2 
Engages in mark making in 

their play. 

Engages in making 
‘messages’ for others from 
their pictures, paintings and 

in their play. 

Ascribes meaning to the 
'other' marks they make. 

Independently chooses to write 
for different purposes, initially 

articulating their thoughts 
thorough the spoken word. 

Writes simple phrases and 
sentences which can be read by 

themselves and others, with 
some words spelt correctly using 
appropriate strategies such as 

phonics and common exception 
words. 

Uses key features of 
narrative in their own writing 
to describe a familiar event 

or create a story. 
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Number 1  

Uses number names with 
increasing accuracy in their 
role play and purposefully 

uses number songs in play. 
Counts up to 3 objects. 

Counts up to 4 objects and 
can recognise 2 objects 

(moveable and non) without 
counting. Recognises some 

numerals of personal 
significance and talks about 

numbers in the everyday 
environment. 

Recites numbers accurately 
to 5 demonstrating 'some' 

accuracy of numbers to 10 . 
Counts small groups of 
manipulatives correctly, 

using 1:1 correspondence, 
whilst playing a variety of 

number games. 

Understands the relationship 
between a group of objects and 

the corresponding number. 
Counts reliably and creates 

groups of numbers up to at least 
5 and is able to place numerals 

to at least 5 in order. 

Counts reliably and creates 
groups of numbers to 10 using a 
range of objects and is able to 
place numerals to 10 in order. 

Uses a range of objects to 
create 5 in different ways and 

recognises up to 5 objects 
(without counting) in a range of 

orientations. 

Counts reliably and 
represents numbers beyond 

10 using a range of 
manipulatives. Creates 
number lines to support 

their calculations of simple 
addition and subtraction 

facts and problem solving. 

Number 2  

Can count alongside actions 
in games, rhymes and 

songs. Explores 
mathematical resources in 
the provision in every day 

exploration. 

Begins to recite numbers in 
order, with some 

inconsistencies. Attempts to 
count beyond 4 objects and 
explores number in play with 

growing purpose. 

Able to recite numbers 
forwards and backwards 

from 5. Counts small groups 
of fixed objects with accurate 

1:1 correspondence. Uses 
graphic representations to 

record number explorations 
in pictures and mark making. 

Accurately counts fixed objects 
to 5 and recognises numerals to 

at least 5 out of sequence. 
Recognises up to 3 objects 

(without counting) in a range of 
orientations and different sizes. 
In self-initiated play begins to 

record numbers and 
mathematical thinking with own 

purpose. 

Count up to 10 forwards and 
backwards including from any 

given number. Accurately counts 
fixed objects to 10 and 

recognises numerals to 10 out of 
sequence. Is able to recall 

number bonds to 5 and knows 
some number pairs to 10, 

including double facts. 

Uses manipulatives to 
demonstrate some number 

bonds within 10. 

Numerical 
Patterns 1  

In play uses some language 
to compare quantities and 
talk about position such as 
'on/in/under'. Joins in with 
number songs which count 

on - one more, or count 
down - one less. 

When combining materials 
knows how to change an 
amount (size, number) if 

something is added or taken 
away. Is able to anticipate 

which amount will be next in 
the context of one more/one 
less number songs/rhymes. 

Identifies groups of objects 
that have more or less than 
and the same. In child-led 

play, is able to make groups 
of objects of the same 

quantity and begins to find 
the totals by combining 

groups. 

Using resources can create 
quantities which are greater 

than, less than, the same as a 
given number and may record 
these in pictures or numerals . 

Can use resources and say one 
more or one less than a given 
number and to create equal 

groups. 

Verbally counts beyond 20. 
Uses resources to create parts 
of a whole, to partition pairs of 
numbers up to 10, to distribute 

quantities equally and represent 
double facts. Will demonstrate 
thinking through use of verbal 
number sentences / number 
stories and may choose to 

record these 

Begin to count reliably with 
numbers from 10 to 20, they 
begin to place them in order 
and can write numerals with 
some accuracy. Able to give 
examples of numbers which 
are greater than/ less than 
for numbers beyond 10. 

Verbally counts to 30 and 
beyond. 

Numerical 
Patterns 2  

Independently uses and 
demonstrates positional 

language as part of everyday 
role play scenarios. Acts out 
exchange of objects, cards, 

money or goods when in role 
play, in games or rhymes. 

With a purpose in mind, 
recognises and selects 

simple geometric shapes in 
their construction and block 

play. Uses everyday 
vocabulary to describe and 
compare measures (size, 

weight, capacity and time). 

Uses everyday language to 
recreate and describe 

patterns in nature or urban 
environments. Uses 

comparative language to 
describe and compare 

measures (size, weight, 
capacity and time). 

Creates patterns by lining, 
placing, building and arranging. 
Orders three or more measures 

(size, weight and capacity) 
whilst playing, for example with 

sand, water or in the mud 
kitchen. 

In everyday contexts children 
are able to demonstrate through 

talk or when responding to 
questions an understanding of 
the number sequence, values, 
greater and less than, odd and 
even. Use of measures (size, 

weight and capacity) when 
comparing and combining 

quantities. 

Can talk about the 
properties of shape and 

patterns, using vocabulary 
to describe position, 

direction and movement. 
Estimates, measures, 

weighs, and can compare 
and order objects. Talks 
about properties, position 
and the sequence of time. 
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Past & Present  

Is able to talk about events in 
personal history and present 

lives, using relevant 
vocabulary for example, 

when discussing 
experiences/interests 

Draws on experiences from 
different sources to help with 

demonstrating an 
understanding that different 

people perform different 
roles in the immediate and 

wider community e.g. police, 
doctors, nurses and dentists. 

Able to talk with increasing 
awareness about the 

similarities of themselves 
and other families, their roles 

and routines. Beginning to 
develop an awareness of 
some of the differences 

between these. 

Talks about similarities and 
differences between themselves 
and others and among families 

and communities. Uses 
appropriate past and present 

tenses, building on new 
vocabulary introduced from 
shared experiences such as 

visits to local places and visitors 
from the community. 

Talks about the lives of the 
immediate people around them 

and their roles in the wider 
community. Know some 

similarities and differences 
between things in the past and 

now, drawing on personal 
experiences and what has been 
read and shared in class from a 
range of sources for example 

fiction and non-fiction books and 
rhymes. 

Understand that lives were 
different in the past drawing 
on information shared from 

different sources. 

People, Cultures 
& Communities  

Talks about and responds to 
events/experiences and 
interests in their lives, 
building on relevant 

vocabulary. 

Based on first hand 
experiences, is able to 

respond appropriately in 
discussions about the 

immediate environment and 
recent explorations. 

Can talk about festivals and 
celebrations that are marked 

within their own culture. 
Through discussions, 

exploration of books, songs, 
rhymes and role play they 

have a growing awareness of 
their own uniqueness and 

differences of other families. 

Are able to draw on knowledge 
of their immediate environment 
referencing points of interest 

through different ways. Explore 
some similarities and begin to 
recognise some differences in 
religious beliefs and cultural 

communities. Have a developing 
awareness of life and how it 

differs in other countries. 

Can describe their immediate 
environment, explaining some 

similarities and differences 
between life in this country and 
life in other countries. Based on 
learning opportunities provided 
can state some similarities and 
differences between different 

religious and cultural 
communities in this country . 

Understands that different 
people around the world 

have different beliefs, 
attitudes, customs, 

traditions and roles in 
society and why it is 

important to treat them with 
respect. 

The Natural 
World 

Shows care and concern for 
living things and the 

environment. 

Responds to experiences 
and explorations of why 
things happen and how 

things work in the natural 
world. Uses technologies 
and books with support, to 

find out more about the world 
around them. 

Looks closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and 

change in own environment 
and that of others. Continue 

to widen their knowledge 
through books, rhymes and 

exploratory experiences. 

Drawing on practical 
experiences, books and 

personal observations, knows 
that living things live, grow and 
die. Choose to independently 

make observations of the natural 
world through comments / 
questioning, drawings and 

taking photographs. 

Can make observations 
including making drawings of 

animals and plants. Can explain 
why some things naturally occur 

and talk about changes in the 
world around them. Can 

discuss, drawing on knowledge 
from a variety of experiences, 
the similarities and differences 

observed between natural 
environments, e.g. community 

green spaces, parks. 

Can demonstrate a 
developing knowledge of a 
diverse ecology from the 

wider community e.g. 
country parks and larger 
towns. Knows that the 
environment and living 

things are influenced by 
human activity. Can 

describe some actions 
which people in their own 

community do that helps to 
maintain the area they live 

in. Finds out about and uses 
a range of technology to 

support their 
understandings. 
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Creating with 
Materials  

Representations and 
responses show 

understanding that different 
media and materials will 

support the expression of 
their own ideas. 

Demonstrates creativity and 
imagination, constructs with 
a purpose in mind using a 
variety of resources to create 
models, props and simple 
stories. Creations are used in 
independent play. 

Regularly uses simple tools 
and techniques competently 
and appropriately to create 
something new to express 
their creativity. Introduces a 
simple storyline into their 
play. 

Selects appropriate resources to 
express themselves 
imaginatively e.g. through role 
play, simple narratives and 
natural explorations of materials. 
Revisits and adapts work where 
necessary to create and change 
a picture or model. 

Safely uses and explores a 
variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and 
function. Uses what they have 
learned to create with a 
purpose, explaining the process. 
These creations may be used to 
support role play and 
storytelling. 

Selects and uses materials 
to work on processes that 
interest them. Through their 
explorations finds out and 
make decisions about how 
materials, tools and 
techniques can be 
combined and changed. 

Being Imaginative 
& Expressive  

Representations and 
responses show 

understanding that different 
music and movements will 
support the expression of 

their own ideas. Creates or 
builds new ‘worlds’, stories or 

scenarios. 

In play, recounts or makes 
up songs, rhymes and simple 
stories. Starting to create a 
dance/own music to support 
self-expression. 

Engages cooperatively as 
part of a group to develop 
and act out a simple storyline 
and perform songs/dances 
and rhymes. 

Selects appropriate resources to 
start to invent, create, adapt and 
recount their individual 
expressions and creativity. 

Sings songs, makes music, 
dances and tells stories, 
experimenting with ways of 
changing them. They can 
express their own ideas, 
thoughts and feelings through 
design and technology, art, 
music, dance, roleplay and 
stories. Talks about ideas and 
processes which have led them 
to make music, dance, designs, 
images or products. 

Can talk about features of 
their own and others work 
and expressions of 
creativity, recognising the 
differences between them 
and the strength of others. 

 


