
 

 

Welcome to Blackhall Primary School  

 

A message from our Head Teacher: 

 

Welcome and thank you for choosing Blackhall Primary School for you and your child. 

Here at Blackhall Primary School we are proud of our family atmosphere and the care 

we give each and individual child. Our happy school provides a caring and nurturing 

environment, where our children feel safe and ready to learn. As a school we have high 

expectations of our pupils for their learning and progress and ensure we offer support 

and encouragement that every child needs to achieve their potential. 

All members of our school community are important and we strive to make our pupils 

feel listened to and respected. We greatly value our partnerships with parents and carers 

and welcome open communication. 

We want all our children to develop as learners and thinkers, form kind friendships and 

grow into responsible and thoughtful members of our society. By working together, we 

will inspire our children so they enjoy and achieve at school and beyond. 

 

Mrs Leonard  

Headteacher 

 

 

 



Staffing within Reception: 
 

Reception Team 

 
  

 
Class Teacher: Mrs J Miller 

 

Class Teacher: Miss D Ridley 

Picture coming soon Picture coming soon 
Class Teacher: Mrs Steabler Deputy Head & EYFS Lead: Miss C 

 

 
 

 

Teaching Assistant: Miss L Bowes Teaching Assistant: Miss H Mason 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction 

We would like to welcome you and your child to Blackhall Primary School. The information in this 

booklet is designed to help you understand what happens in our Reception and how we intend to 

help your child develop to their full potential. At Blackhall Primary School, we hope our young 

learners will become independent individuals, who are resilient and confident to take appropriate 

risks within their learning. 

It is an exciting time when your child starts mainstream schooling but we also recognise that some 

children and parents maybe a little apprehensive. Every child is unique and special in their own way 

and here, at Blackhall Primary School we aim to develop these qualities and independence in order 

for your child to succeed and reach their full potential. If you do have any worries, please talk 

through  or class teacher. We hope that by working with 

parents/carers we mainstream schooling, 

laying firm foundations for the future.  

 

Reception Routines 

Morning Session: 8.55  11.45am 

Lunch: 11.45  12.45pm 

Afternoon Session: 12.45  3.00pm 

 

Wrap around care is available 7.30  5.30pm should you require it: 

 PRICE PER DAY 

Breakfast club 
7.30  9am 
8  9am  

 

£3.50 
£3.00 

Afterschool Club  
3  4.30pm 
3  5.30pm 

 
£3.00 
£6.50 

 

 

 

 



How we learn in the Foundation Stage 

At Blackhall Primary School, we believe that children learn best through play. Play is essential for 

relate to others and set their own goals and solve problems. We offer a rich and varied Curriculum, 

in a safe but inviting environment, where children can lead their own play but also take part in play 

that is guided by adults. We understand that children develop at their own pace but with 

encouragement and positive interactions from adults, we hope children will achieve and reach their 

full potential with us. 

 

The Curriculum 

Our Foundation Stage at Blackhall Primary School encompasses two year old provision (Butterflies), 

Nursery (Bluebells) and two Reception classes (Dragonflies and Fireflies). We follow the Early Years 

Framework as outlined below: 

PRIME AREAS: 

Communication and Language 

 Listening, attention and Understanding 

 Speaking 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Self-regulation 

 Managing Self 

 Building relationships 

Physical Development 

 Gross Motor skills 

 Fine motor skills 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIFIC AREAS: 

Literacy 

 Comprehension 
 Word reading 
 Writing 

Mathematics 

 Number 
 Numerical patterns 

Understanding the world 

 Past and present 
 People, culture and communities 
 The natural world 

Expressive arts and design 

 Creating with materials 
 Being imaginative and expressive 

 



Assessment 

We assess how young children are learning and developing by observing them frequently. We use 

information that we gain from observations, as well as from photographs of the children in order to 

document their progress. These observations will be recorded on our learning platform, Tapestry. 

experiences during their time with us. Tapestry can be accessed via your phone, desktop 

computer/laptop or other internet devices. You a s at any 

time, or if you have anything that concerns you. We are never too busy to talk about your child. 

At Blackhall Primary School we endeavour to work alongside our parents as we firmly believe you 

are the first educators of the child and know them best. We therefore, ask if you could kindly 

complete our Tapestry form and provide school with an email address 

so. This way we can keep you up to date with your 

information about what your child is like at home by uploading frequent observations. (Please see 

our step by step guide to help when adding an observation.) 

records. We undertake these assessment summaries at regular intervals, as well as times of transition, 

such as when a child moves into Key Stage One. 

 

School Uniform 

All children are expected to wear the school uniform: 

 Purple jumpers/cardigans/fleeces 

 White or Purple polo shirts 

 Grey or black skirts/pinafore/trousers 

 Purple gingham summer dresses 

Items with the school logo can be purchased from Tots to Teams. 

We encourage shoes, which are easy to fasten as your child could be changing several times a day. 

In bad weather it would be helpful if you could send in some wellingtons as we still go exploring 

outside, suitably dressed, in all weathers. 

 

 



PE kit 

All children are required to wear a PE kit (black shorts and school purple t-shirt and black gym 

plimsoles/trainers) for sporting activities, which should be kept in school in a drawstring bag along 

with a spare set of clothes and underwear. Please ensure all shoes and items of clothing are clearly 

schools in the local authority NO earrings are allowed to be worn at school. 

 
 

Collecting children 

Please inform a member of staff if anyone other than the usual person is collecting your child. In 

order to safeguard our children we have a password system in place for anyone different collecting 

your child. We also ask that if it is someone new to our staff that they provide ID. 

NB: Anyone bringing or collecting a child from Foundation Stage must be over 16 years of age. 

 

Attendance 

REMEMBER EVERY LESSON COUNTS! 

It is a National Expectation that children should attend school in order to benefit their education. 

Our school target this year for attendance is 96% and we ask for parents to support us by ensuring 

y  

As an incentive to encourage excellent attendance within our pupils, we have a weekly Attendance 

League and the winning class overall for the term are given a treat. Children are also praised 

individually each term in a special Attendance Assembly. 

 

Lateness 

Pupils arriving after 9.05 a.m. are recorded as late.  Late arrivals should be sent to the office so 

they can be marked appropriately in the register.  Persistent learners will result in school or outside 

intervention in order to support the parent/carer to get their child to school on time. 

Attendance Officers  Mrs R Leonard and Mrs D Brown.  



 

Absence 

Parents/Carers are asked to inform school as soon as possible regarding pupil absences. The 

Attendance Officers are responsible for monitoring absence of children. Parents/Carers should inform 

school that a child is to be absent on the first day of absence. Failure to do so will result in the 

Attendance Officers telephoning the parents/carers to ensure the safety of all children. Any concerns 

about absence should be indicated to the School Office (0191 5864049). 

* See Attendance Policy 

 

Family Annual Holiday 

Although discouraged by the Government, the Head Teacher can authorise a holiday but only in 

exceptional circumstances. Parents/Carers should complete a holiday request form.  

 

Snack 

Children are provided with a snack everyday. Snack money is £1 per week and should be paid on 

Our snack timetable aims to not only 

 This includes; toast, 

cheese & crackers, vegetable sticks & dip and breadsticks and raisins. Fruit, milk and water is 

available daily for our children. 

Illness in School 

Should a child be obviously unwell, e.g. sickness etc, the school office will attempt to contact 

parents/carers or an emergency contact person.  Children must be kept away from school for 24 

hours if they have been sick or 48 hours for diarrhoea.   

 

Medicines 

Only medicines prescribed by a doctor can be administered by school. Medicines must be taken to 

the school office so they can be stored securely and appropriate documentation completed. 

 

 

 



Homework 

Once the children have learnt all set 1 sounds from their Read, Write, Inc programme and are starting 

to blend, children will receive their first reading book. We encourage our children to read regularly 

at home and these books will be changed weekly. 

Once the children are settled homework will be sent every Friday and should be returned every 

Wednesday. 

 

Behaviour 

The incentive and reward system is designed to recognise and promote all forms of social and 

academic achievements and to report these to the children. Verbal praise, smiles, showing work to 

o

Children may also be sent to another teacher, Deputy Head or the Head Teacher to receive 

recognition for their work and behaviour. 

 

Reception and Key Stage One. 

A range of sanctions are specified where children fail to respond to the reward system and fail to 

owing sanctions are in place: 

 Reminder 

 Warning  

given. This will set out why they have been given the warning and what we expect to see. 

 Time Out (5 minutes)  If the behaviour continues the child will be given a time out to 

reflect on their behaviour. 

 Time Out (10 minutes)  A timeout in alternative class will then be issued if this behaviour 

persists, giving the child additional time to reflect. When the child returns to their own 

classroom, they will be welcomed back for a fresh start. 

 Senior Leadership Team (SLT)  assistance from SLT is required to support the behaviour. 

  

 

 


